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« RAVENOUS WORD
BURSTS TEXTBOOK

‘Reader Wants to Tell All
About “Conflict” in
Drama.

'SUBTLE FACTORS IN
SUCCESS OF PLAYS

Contrast Suggested as
Possible Substitute
for Clash,

By HEYWOOD BROLUN.

Back in the dear, dend days of Eng-
lish 47, when we used to speak patron-
izingly shout Henry Arthur Jones and
turn up our noses at the dramnatic
technique of George Bernard Shaw

there was a great deal of talk nbout |

‘conflict We agreed that if there
was no conflict there was no drama.

The word doean't get about much
The Broadway folk
talk in terms of “punch’” and "surprise”
and what the hotel ticket ngencies are
going to do.

And =o it brings back old times to |
| receive a letter from a reader who, in

commenting on our review of “The

Happy Ending," writes:
“When we say & play is undramatie

we mean that it has no eonflict. The

Inst met is dramatic hecau it has a
conflict—one individual trying to make
another do something ngainst his will
| Plays without conflict are ¢ failures

unless they have some definite feature
to make up for the lack of a conflict
It is possible to tell from the scenario
whether there is a econflict ar not, Last
geason there were thirteen plays which
failed because they had no conflict and
no other feature to make up for the
How many will there be thi
season ? 1t's the same thing every son-
son. And still managers say you can
never tell whether a play will fail or

not,
The managers are quite right. Youn
can't tell There are things never

dreamed of in any dramatic course, on
which the suecess or failure of n play
may hang. Often it isn't technique
ch counts so much as the rent of
the theatre, the ¢ ion of the paving
in the street which runs by that theatre,
the temperature, the salary of the lead-
ing la nd the nerve of the man who
g the show,
Our reader is insistent upon his
flict. He will have no other word
ur\'p concerning “The Happy Fnd-
ing”: “Though he tskes hia play to
hmm or hell, an n.allmr eannot shake
from him |

story for the stage |
He must have & &

con-

We

]

.'-rn.-.
a i-eu:.—.r:um.
thing must
gome place

an end ar

grow and move

as weo watch 1t
Dur

and ::nr.

cor ro‘pnrth lm ringed “st
jotted down in the margin, “

aving a rc-rf‘ ! We ¢
drama ean be dew
n elash of wills. We

mind Maeterlinek's “in
h was played at !r: Paanud-
mx Thentrc last gonson. Thr drama of
ot play came not from ron-
from contrast., It told the
n!" a young girl wha had been
ned. 1t was played in two planes,
ed in a great window wus the
family of the dead child, They were

{for her to return. Outside the
window, in darkness, stood a group of
three persons, who discussed what had
happened and commented on the move-
ment of the figures within the fram
who did not speak.

By and h\ the audience learned that
the body of the girl was being brought
to the house. lmn] y, #2 the crowd
drew nearer, one of the fipures from
the darknesa knocked on the door of

the room, At the moment he was ad-
mitted the curtain came down.
The play was cffective. Its appeal to

the mind lay in the ever present con-
trast of the persons in the light, who
moved shout and mide no sound, and
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He Got “No'" Every Time,

“Proposals? They're just a bore.
And the thousandih one is worse than
the first.”

Miss Martha Goetz, twenty yenra old,
round of cheek and laughing of eye,

| looked up from the apple pie she was
| deftly sugaring in her f{ather's bakery |

at 807 Amsterdam Avenue to philoso-
phize sadly upon life, love und the
tiresomeness of being told you are the
only girl,

It wasn't just coyness upon Mine
Martha's part that made her condemn
:prnpnnls. 14 eertainly wasn't sour
grapes, as you had only to look upon
| her to see. She meant what she said—-
meant it so firmly and sternly that
| yesterday Matthew Foertner, forty-two
| years old, of 218 Enst Ninety-fourth
Street, went from the West Side eourt

to the detention ward at Bellevue Hos. |

| pital.

! It was eream puffs that brought him
into her life, an the story hooks say,
Martha will never eat one

the chocolate eclairs
She's

| and Misa
:ng‘n.h not

that are their second cousing,
just that tired of being asked to marry
him.

One night

even

some weeks ago a short,

overdressed man with a mustache en-
| tered the bakery, wherp Miss Martha
deals sut o
urnid

mile with every jelly roll
two with the lemon pies. The
lady finger vendor lpoked up and
him old and uninteresting.
, she was tired, so tired, of men
who were nlways huying food! When
you spend dnys in & bakery maca-
roons ]""
mance
Matthew,
cream pu

ir
their first fine edge of ro-

blindly indicating two
i, handed her a quavter nnd
his heart. She gave it back to him
with the change. Since then he had|
prapased to her nhout a thousand t:mn\

sible figures in the dark, who
them and talked ahout them.
there was the contrast in
oup knew that death had
he other did not.,

ilation of interest by con-
ose who know and those who
in the drama. Max

the invi
w

do not

Winche

Mnarein, : th and Jack Haz-
sard know it just as well as ‘.Idm.r
linck. Contrast hs s A dramatie value

wing a play just as well as
ough it is true that it is
mployed merely as n de-
sle scene or a part of one.
ing play “Moloch,” al-
+ n war drama, was based upon
t rather than conflict. It failed
to he sure, but that has
o do with its merits. “Rosa-
Barrie's, another of the
sehaol of dramn. Conflict is
though, snd much more read-
od to dramatie needs, but the
ors ton much of the texthooks,
v in New York really studies
a but the ticket speculators,
izt

t"u’
ht

eont
all r
¥ n
rd
and ne
the drar

A. HAM‘!IF RSTEIN ANNOYED

Girl He Accuses Put Under Bond to

heop Peace.
Arthur Hammerstein had Miss Julin
Levine, of 275 West GHeventy ifth
Street, arrested yesterday, meccusing

her of snnoying him for ten months.
He told Magistrate MeQuade in the
West Side court that Miss Levine per-
ut his office or tele-
.i.‘u('-lf!ih)‘

vine denied it
having her arrested,
had thrown a paper-
when she ealled at his
¢re simply to jearn
a4 relative “"'_1’_!
1Ka comp

di r.: ed to fu "r.,-h

e peace,

She said

J—Ikh' uL her

had heen
she -FI'.-l
1) bonds

She wis

€]

to k

o tepart a1 beoth

of L]
ﬁwrlmud-ﬂ —Rorgt

1\ a
Ju..-al

are s':o—u when goling
inth

l‘:u- in _the fare Andrew Wintegas,
Traffie E abest from lnl-‘ht cAmp withoul Jer-
misadon, and i Liguoer premiss.

and Apple Pie Expert Even

Spilled Hot Coffee on Him, but Still
He Persisted.

usually in the presence of a dozen or
more interested customers.

Parsuing her behind the counter sa-
ered to the presence of piled-up rolls
| he has poured out his soul, whily she
| spilled hot ¢offee down his back, not
entirely by neeident.

The r!n:, he appeared in the bakery
with two diamond rings her [ather,
August J. Goets, questioned his duugh-

ter seriously upon the state of her
feelings. He had !rnrnmi the »uitor
was # brewer, and didn't want kis
! daughter to do anything she might re-
gret, Miss Martha was firm. She
would never marry him, never-rr, she
sffirmed, nnd the other young man

ugreed with her.

I'il}m Goetz sighed, but he, too, had
heen young; he, had loved, nnd
lenrned the uszelessness of argument,

He told the older suitor that he muat
kenceforth ohtain his eream puffz else-
where, And still Matthew kept right

on dropping in every half-hour with a|

proposal,

“The sume old stale one every time,’
the ungrateful recipient aniffed yestor
duy., “He always suid, ‘Miss Martha,
I love you; will you be my wife?' just
like that. Nothing else at all.”

From which hint, those about to pro-
poxe may lenrn Hml it is better to be
llulh' l!nri devilis and omit the

“misn.” After Ih tenth or twelfth
proposal, when you are gpetting o ally
well sequainted, it's just as well to
embroider the theme n bit

Pretty soon the other young man—
it isn’t announeed, and, mind you, Miss
Murtha doesn’t want his nume men-
tioned —suggested the court eure for the
chronie proposer. Onece Matthew wad
fined 32, once he was released on 3500
bail, and yesterdny he went to Belle-
vuye, where they will find out w~hat
really is the matter with him.
| “I"m gorry, hut he was such a bore,”
gaid Miss \fur'hn yesterduy.

And the other young man amiled. Hs
knew that when a woman Says pro-
posals bore her, she makes the state-
ment with at Irml one reservat mn

GUARDSHIEN COST
PEOPLE $127 EACH

Prendergast Estimates the
City's Share Is About
$53 a Year.
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1,000 Proposals to Same Girl WILSON T0 RUN

Land Brewer in Bellevue

MEXICAN PARLEY

Delegates to Get Instruc-
tion Daily Direct from
the White House.
WILL GRANT DEMAND
TO WITHDRAW TROOPS

One Chief Object Will Be
to Finance Southern
Republic Here.

TOSS OUT THE TANGO

[Feam The Tribune Bureau
Washington, Aug. 25.— Secretary
Lansing outlined the seope of the |
Mexican-American Commission’s work
to-day to Secretary Lane, Judge Gray,
and Professor Rowe, the sccretary of
American delegation, Dr. ‘rint!.-
the third member, had left Washington |
nfter receiving a similar outline. 1t
was arranged that Secretury Lanaing
should attond the first meeting in New |
York on September 4.
Secretary Lane will serve as Presi- |
dent Wilson's personal representative

1
S

tho

on the commission and will direct the |
Ameriesn delegation ¢n orders from
the White House. While the other
comminsioners are sympathetic with
tha President’s Mexiean policy, they |
are not thoroughly =chooled in the
rolitieal phases of the situntion Mr
Lane, therefore, is expected by the
Administration to take cmre that nn
“hresks” are made, and thet only euch

doevelopments as nre favorable to the
Adminiatration are permitted to tran-

apire.

Wilson to Give Instructions.
Before the commission meets, there-
the Sccretary will have one or a

f'!rl',
serics of conferences nt the White

nt
House, where he will recsive his wpit-
cifie instructions. After the opening
of the cor wnees Mr. Lane will report
daily by long distanee telephone,
understood, and will receive daily
structions hy the same means,
Officials concede that there will be
little opposition to the prime Mexicap
demand, ch it is expected the Mex-

m-

w

it Qs | g

question in terms of the Wilson
theories, The American public is to
be educated by this eommission to an
understanding of the Administration
poliey.

If American publie opinion reacts
favorably to this treatment the aenti-
ment may spread to the Americnn
bankers, who hold the power that could
transform Mexico into @ responsible
member of the family of antions. This
is understood to he the strategy be-
hind the commission scheme.

A ——— ——

FOR AHEI!ICAN DANCE

Teachers WIIE Introduce New|
and Different Step.

Chicago, Aug. 25.—A new thrill is in
store fer Ameriean dincers within a
few days, Carl Christensen, an officer |
of the American National Assoelation
of Dancing Masters, now in convention |
here, announced to-night.

It is an enticely new dance, distinetly
Ameriean and different from the fox
trot, tango, waltz or any other present
dancs, Christenssn said, The sssocin-
tion's experts are working on it, to
! place it befors the country us the
American rinnee

POTTER PULPIT IN PLACE

Sage Memorial to Bishop Costliest in
United States.

The Bnimp Potter memorial is in
ylace in the Cathedral of St. John the
}Ji‘im‘ It is declared to be the cost-!
| liest pulpit fn A merica. [t is built of;
! Tonnessee marble and cost $25,000, |
The donor was Mrs. Ruasell Sage. |
The height of the pulpit is ten feet|
and the base is eight feet in width.
Carved in relief around the upper part |

{are five panels, representing the Na-|

the Cruecifixion, the Resurreec-
tion, Christ in the Temple at twelve
and the Supper at Emmaus. Hetween |
the subjects are niches containing fig-
ures of St. Jerome, the Bible trangla-

tivity,

1

tor; St Gregory, St. Peter, St. Paul,
Archhishop Tnflmor Hossuet and
Bishop Brooks, o [imtﬂn
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The report noints out that the cost
to the city varies greatly in the several
creganizntions, the lowest being |
$27.07 » man end the highest $214.67,
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amounting to $48.20 n man
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MOST ATTRACTIVE SUBJECTS
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SUNDAY 8 P, M. PROF. EVERSON WILL GIVE
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GROSSER CRIVES

SHOW BIG DROP

“Serious” Offences De-
crease from 31,759 to
24,267 in 6 Months.

Thors were 222 bomicides committed
in New York during 1915, according to
| a report made by Polire Commissionet
Woods yesterday to the Mayor. The
department mnde 452 arresta in con=
nection with the crimes and got 59 con-
vietlons, the report shows, Of the
number arrcited 245 were mcquitted,
and there are 1458 caves gn_\r.dmg.

The report does not ahow the nur=
ber of mnrden committed or the nume
ber of perpetrators co nvieted. Al
homicides, including such ns the kill-
ing of pt»rmm by vehicles, are in one
clusaification.

In making public the roport the Com-
missioner gave out & table ahowing
that in the first six months of this year
there were only 84 murders, as agal
| 116 for a similar period Inst year and
1068 for the ¢t =ix months of 1016,

“Serious erimes” committed dropped
| from 51,759 in the first aix months
eriod this

1015 to 24,267 for the same
year, and "rr'r"f- of violence” dee
creased from 2,486 to 2277,

The report referring to strest mecl-

the first slx months
eople were struck by
cansing eighty
there was &

dents shows that
of 1915 2,085 p
passenger automnbiles,

deaths, and that while
jump to 2,202 in the n umhber run down
ixla such cars in the first =ix months

; 1918 only sixty-three succumbed,

Of the 653 ron down by motor trucks
in the first half of 1916 fifty-two died,
as against forty-ni ae denths in 54b
such accidents (n 15, Trolley ecars
elaimed twenty-five vietims of the 851
struck lurln. 19168 first six manths,

as against --r') vietima of 9355 run
down in a similar period of 1915,
The tables issued by the Commis-

sioner show n remarkable falling off in
Ih- number n!’ arrests, as between the
1s of 1015 and the first

irst six mont
six months of 1518. The net decrease
gshown is, in round numbers, 10,300,

This is offset by the increase in the -
number of summonses,

The Commissioner hns appreciably
reduced the lin y of the Fension
Fund by the process of putting elderly
or partly disabled policemen at light
employment. There re, at the close
of 1015, 4,404 persons on the Police De-
pllr:rneht pension toil, nl’ whom 2,705
were retired policemen, 1477 were po-
I.rv:nen s widows and 122 were children
and dependent parents.

During 1915 fifty-five policemen wers
retired for disability, ns sgainst 308
=0 retired in 1013,
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FRIENDS SE\HNARY

220-228 EAST I6TH ST.. NEW YOKK.

FRIENDS SCHOOL

110-118 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn.
KINDERGARTEN AND PREPARATORY
.mml,n l-nu t.lm.. \\ll HOAs,

th ] 1t spular courses
i e L. \\M u.r.-» \|l~:l ART, !IAH'-
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BERKELEY-IRVING SCHOOL
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The Berlitz School of Languages,
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" Chappaqua Mountain Institute,
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WESTMINSTER SCHOOL

Simsbury, Connecticut.

A thorough!y equipped ecollags preparas
tory achool for boys of twelve to esighleen,

For copy of the reeord in « ~ga =nirance
ezaminations made by W fister bays
in June d 1ent of th waol, ad-

ur I LIN
R. C I -'11\ .M. A, Headm
BUSINESS SCHOULS.

Bookkeeping, Shorthand, Secre~
tarial, Typewriting, Civil Service
& Shnol"! Departments.

and Evening HSesslons.
+ for Calalogus

dress W

1234 51, & Lenox Ave,

SCHOOL—I? West 45th i,

ATT

Indinidusl  Instruction, dap, evens
. Moorihand Pooskeeplog
Stenolypy, Becretaryshlp  Summer Besslon,

LAW SCHOOLS,

BROOKLYN LAW
1305 Washington Street scﬂml

Brooklys, N. Y
Day and Evening Schools. Students
may attend either. Three year course.
| High standards, 1\|a4-n-|rml teachers,
Central location. Catalogue on request,
WILLIAM P. RICHARDSON, “Ill'-‘_

FORDHAM
I'ew..ﬁﬁ!.'gp L UNIYERSITY

« BROADWAY
Afternoon Classes 4:15 %o f215
Evening Classes 7:45 to 9:45
erm Begins Sept. 25, CASK SYSTEM
Tultion Fen, Ooe Hundrad and Tea Dollam,
stalogue syat oo application w Reglstrar.
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AWIMMING,

Dalton Swimming School

| 80% West 30th (Col (‘Inlﬂ. Haookiet “D*

MUSICAL INSTRUCTION.
nslitute of Musical Ari of the City of Ill l!i

Address Secewlary, Bex 125, 120 Claremont Av,, N

SCHOOL AGENCIES.

Teachers,
etc, to l'.‘o.l“ e houls
Apply 10 Mre M J ‘IOUNO-
21 Unlon Sqrare
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